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The ESWTR’s international conference takes place in the historically interesting city of Dresden, Germany from 28th August to 1st September 2013. With its theme “New Horizons of Resistance and Visions”, the German organizing team would like to connect with the conference in Salamanca 2011, which in the face of burning societal challenges vividly searched for new feminist, gender sensitive and queer liberation theologies. In our world coined by globalisation and neoliberalism a commodification of the whole life has emerged. In consequence poverty, (hetero-)sexism, homophobia, racism, fundamentalism and nationalism (including rightwing extremism) are producing violent exclusions instead of inclusive ideas of community. Which answers do theological perspectives of different religions offer to sustainably decrease economic and epistemic violence? 

With the chosen context of East Germany the political and theological power of Eastern European dissidence, which led to the peaceful revolutions of 1989, shall bear fruit in the current search of living together in solidarity in the “one world“. Numerous resisting political, religious and arts mobilisations imagined an open and radically democratic society not only beyond the reality of the  existing socialism but also beyond capitalism. They had their roots in women’s, peace and environmental movements and not least the ecumenical process. 

Experiences of resistance and vision shall be brought into conversation with current counter discourses from the critique of globalisation and “occupy wallstreet“ contexts. To deepen emancipatory theological perspectives it shall be discussed as to how existing violence deconstruction, intersectional, feminist, gender, queer, postcolonial and postsecular approaches, could be used even better in theologies and critiques of religions.

