Invitation 
to the Regional Central and Eastern European Conference 
European Society of Woman in Theological Research (ESWTR)
“And God will wipe away all tears from their eyes” (Is 25:8 and Rev. 21:4)
A theological approach to the suffering and hopes of women

2 – 5 September 2012

Monastery Trstenik

Put iza nove bolnice 10c, 21000 SPLIT, Croatia
Dear colleagues,

you are kindly invited to the next Regional Central and Eastern European Conference of the European Society of Women in Theological Research that will be organised by the Croatian Society of Women in Theological Research together with the Ecumenical Women’s Initiative, Omiš and the Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar – Centre Split. This will take place in Split between 2nd – 5th September 2012. The topic of the conference is: “And God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes” (Rev. 21:4). A theological approach to the suffering and hopes of women. 

Please send the completed application form by 31st January 2012 to: rebeka_an@yahoo.de Further information about the conference will be available at www.pilar.hr
Best regards,

On behalf of the Organisation Board 
Jadranka Rebeka Anić, Ph.D.
President of EWSTR-CS

Institute of Social Sciences – Centre Split 
Poljana kraljice Jelene 1/I.

Email: rebeka.anic@pilar.hr; rebeka_an@yahoo.de  
Tel: (+385) 21 315-707; 319 366

Mob: (+385) 98 1776-117

About the conference

Suffering is a fundamental experience of human life and as such the basic theme of all religions. The Christian tradition has an ambiguous relationship to suffering - a relationship that goes from protests and riots to patient and humble acceptance. Different attitudes towards suffering are often a consequence of the distinction between suffering which is unnecessary and inevitable suffering, but which has often been conditioned by ethnic, class and gender differences. Anger, protest, rebellion and escape from unavoidable as well as unbearable work and family circumstances have not been equally allowed to persons of all races, to colonisers and the colonised, to men and to women, to the educated and uneducated, to the rich and to the poor. Stereotypical division into male and female characteristics and roles has attributed greater gendered expectations to women to patiently and humbly submit to suffering regardless of its necessity.

Theological thought of the twentieth century, and particularly feminist theology, has also pondered the question of suffering through the lens of ethnic, class, gender and other differences. The Regional Conference of the European Society of Women in Theological Research focuses on these discussions and contextualises them within former socialist countries under the title: "And God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes" (Revelation 21:4). A theological approach to the suffering and hopes of women.”

At this conference, women theologians from post-socialist countries will be given the opportunity to look at, and theologically evaluate the experience of suffering and hope in the lives of women, especially during the socialist period and in the first decades following the introduction of democracy. Which experiences of women’s suffering are characteristic of the socialist and transitional period in families, Churches and in wider society? How do women evaluate suffering and hope in their lives? Can women in post-socialist countries make a special contribution to the theology of suffering and to the theology of hope? The Organising Committee wants conference presentations that will embrace all branches of theology and encourages an interdisciplinary approach to the subject.
Special theological reflection on the hope and suffering of women will also be through an exploration of the arts. The conference also seeks to update the importance of theological reflection on the suffering and hope of women with disabilities, and of women who care for them. The purpose of the Conference is not a glorification of the suffering and imprisonment of women in the status of victim, rather the articulation of women’s experiences in the post-socialist societies of Central and Eastern Europe as well as theological evaluation under the panorama of Christian denominations.
The Conference is organised by the European Society of Women in Theological Research in cooperation with the Ecumenical Women’s Initiative (Omiš) and the Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar (regional centre, Split).

Programme and Organising Committee:
Jadranka Rebeka Anić, Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar – regional centre Split, Split (Chairwoman)

Carolyn Boyd Tomasović, Ecumenical Women’s Initiative, Omiš

Ana Thea Filipović, Catholic Theological Faculty of the University of Zagreb, Zagreb

Katica Knezović, Jesuit Faculty of Philosophy, Croatian Studies at the University of Zagreb, Zagreb
Veronika Reljac, Catholic Theological Faculty of the University of Zagreb, Rijeka branch, Rijeka  

Lynette Šikić-Mićanović, Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar, Zagreb

Julijana Mladenovska-Tešija, Evangelical Theological Seminary in Osijek 
Participation

The success of the Conference lies not only in the event’s organisation but in the energy and enthusiasm of those participating. As such we warmly invite you to share with us your ideas, priorities, concerns and topics which will help us construct a programme and facilitate a safe and creative space in which we can all fully benefit from the rich skills, know-how and knowledge of those attending.

We are hoping for a diverse group of women participants: women theologians from the ecumenical networks and also from the inter-religious context of Central and Eastern Europe; women that participate in grassroots activities and initiatives related to the theme in Central and Eastern Europe; and members of the public interested in the following discourse.
The venue itself will allow for several parallel activities to take place which will enable the creation of a full and dynamic programme. There will also be quiet spaces available apart from the main plenary space in which to develop ongoing dialogues.

Within the Conference theme, “a theological approach to the suffering and hopes of women”

we invite you to present a related topic, issue or experience which could contribute to a wider discussion and enhance the articulation of women’s experiences in the post-socialist societies of Central and Eastern Europe.

There will be several levels in which this can be done:

· longer presentation 

· mini-lecture

· workshop

· exhibition

Please observe the following: 

1) The Application form for the conference with all the required information including what you would like to present at the conference (lecture / mini-lecture/ prayer / exhibition) should be sent no later than 31 January 2012. 
2) Abstracts for lectures / mini-lectures / exhibition / (900 characters) should also be sent no later than 31 January 2012. On the basis of these abstracts, the Programme Committee will select works that will be presented at the conference. Potential conference participants will be notified by 31 March 2011. 

3) Lectures should not last more than 20 minutes while mini-lectures should be kept to 10 minutes. Presentations that run over the time limit will not be tolerated.

4) Accepted lectures and mini-lectures should be sent no later than 15 May 2012 so that translators can prepare these texts properly for translation.
5) Sessions will be held in English and German with simultaneous translation into English, German and Croatian.

6) Simultaneous translation will not be provided at the workshops. Workshops can be in Croatian.

7) Please fill out the application form for the conference correctly as this information will appear in a conference booklet which will contain: the conference programme, information about participants and abstracts.

8) After the conference, papers will be published in a bilingual journal (English and German). The journal will be reviewed.

9) The registration fee is 20.00 Euros. We will try to cover travel and accommodation costs for lecturers, ESWTR and EIŽ members. Others will have to cover their own travel and accommodation costs. We can help in finding accommodation in Split.
Registration for the Conference 

Title:
First name:

Surname:
Address:
Phone:
Fax:

Email:     
A short biography (800 characters): 

Current research:

Recent publications:

First name: 
Surname: 
Institution:                                                        

Position/Dept: 

E-mail: 

Street: 

Postal code:    
   City:  .......................................Country:  …………………
Telephone              Home:  
                      Office:………………………
Fax: 

This is my first ESWTR conference:  

Preferred language: 

German:

English:

I need translation:
0 German to English

0 English to German

I would like

· to give a longer presentation 

· to give a mini-lecture 
· to organise a workshop 
· exhibition 
· to prepare a ritual 
Accommodation

Name: 

First name: 

Address:

I will arrive on ......................................(date) at…………………………………….(time) by………………………………………..(means of transport)
I will depart on........................................(date) at………………………………………(time)
Price of return ticket (cheapest travel please!): ......................................(Euro)

Dietary Requirements

· Vegetarian

· Other

Longer presentation

Name


Title:


Abstract:

Mini-lecture

Name


Title:


Abstract:

Workshop

Name


Title:


Abstract:

Exhibition
Name


Title:


Abstract:

Ritual

Name


I would like to prepare a ritual in the following tradition/with the following religious background.....................................................................................................................

(
Morning-ritual

(
Evening-ritual

(
together with: ..............................................................................................

(
language:........................................................................................................

